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VII. An Account of the Strata met with in digging 
for Marie , and of Horns found under Ground in 
Ireland ; in a Letter from Mr , James Kelly to 
the Right Honour able Edward Southwell, Ejq^ 

, , Downpatrick, 

Honour d Sir , Dec. z>, 1725 . 

S I N C E I know you to be a Gentleman very cu¬ 
rious in fearching after Nature, I thought it would 
pot be unacceptable, to give you an account of thole 
Appearances, that we meet with in fearching for Marie, 
now in fo plentiful a manner found on your Eftate in 
this Country. 

Our Marie is found no where but in the Bottoms of 
low Boggs, where we fearch for it with Augres, and 
find it at the depth of feven, eight, or nine Foot: This 
in many Places occaftons great Expence in draining off 
the Water. When we think to dig tor it, w r e chule out 
fix able Labourers and a Supernumerary; then we cut 
up a Hole twelve Foot Iquare ,* becaufe we judge that 
this Number of Men will manage that Pit in one Day, 
viz. two Men to dig, two Men to throw it up, and two 
Men to throw it by. The Supernumerary fupplies De¬ 
fers in every part, as will be found neceflary. For the 
firft three Foot, we meet with a fuzzy fort of Earth, 
that we call Mofs, proper to make Turf for Fuel • then 
we find a Stratum of Gravel about half a Foot; under 
which, for about three Foot more, we find a more kind¬ 
ly Mols, that would make a more excellent Fuel : This 
is altogether mixt with Timber, but. fo rotten, that the 
Snade cuts it as eafily as it doth the Earth: Under this, 
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for the depth of three Inches, we find Leaves, for the 
mod past Oaken, that appear fair to the Eye, but will 
not Lear a Touch This Stratum we find fometimes in¬ 
terrupted with Heaps of Seed, that feem to be Broom 
or Furze-Seed : Nay, in one Place I faw, what appear¬ 
ed to me to be Goofeberries and Currants: In other 
Places in the fame Stratum we find Sea-weed, and other 
things as odd to be at that depth : Under this appears 
a Stratum of blue Clay, of half a Foot thick, fully 
mixt with Shells; this we look upon to be good Marie, 
and throw it up as fuch : Then appears the right Marie, 
commonly a, 3, or 4 Foot deep, and in fome Places much 
deeper, which looks like buried Lime, or the Lime that 
Tanners throw out of their Lime-Pits, only that it is 
full-mixt with Shells: Thefe are fmall Perriwinkles, 
fuch as the Scots call Frefh Water Wilks ; tlio’ there are 
among them abundance of round red Perriwinkles, fuch 
as 1 have often feen thrown out on the Sea-Shore. A- 
mong this Marie, and often at the bottom of it, we 
find very great Horns, which we, for want of ano¬ 
ther Name, call Elk-Horns .* Where they joyn the 
Head, they are thick and round ; and at that Joyning 
there grows out a Branch of about a Foot long, that 
feems to have hung juft over the Beaft’s Eyes: It grows 
round above this for about a Foot and fome odds; 
then fpreads broad, which ends in Branches, long and 
round, turning with a fmall Bend. The Labourers are 
commonly lo bufie, that they rarely bring them up 
whole ; yet I have one pretty well, of which I fend 
you an Icon , V. Fig. done as well as I could, but not fo 
nice as I could wiih. We have alfo found Shanks and 
other Bones of thefe Beafts in the fame Place. 


I am, &c. 
FINIS. 


James Kelly. 






